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Darwin made a powerful argument for evolution in the Origin of Species, based on all the evidence available
to him. But a few things puzzled him. One was how inheritance works - he did not know about genes. This
book concerns another of Darwin's Dilemmas, and the efforts of modern palaeontologists to solve it.

What puzzled Darwin is that the most very ancient rocks, before the Cambrian, seemed to be barren, when he
would expect them to be teeming with life. Darwin speculated that this was probably because the fossils had
not been found yet. Decades of work by modern palaeontologists have indeed brought us amazing fossils
from far beyond the Cambrian, from the depths of the Precambrian, so life was certainly around. Yet the
fossils are enigmatic, and something does seem to happen around the Cambrian
to speed up evolution drastically and produce many of the early forms of animals we know today. In this
book, Martin Brasier, a leading palaeontologist working on early life, takes us into the deep, dark ages of the
Precambrian to explore Darwin's Lost World.

Decoding the evidence in these ancient rocks, piecing together the puzzle of what happened over 540 million
years ago to drive what is known as the Cambrian Explosion, is very difficult. The world was vastly different
then from the one we know now, and we are in terrain with few familiar landmarks. Brasier is a master
storyteller, and combines the account of what we now know of the strange creatures of these ancient times
with engaging and amusing anecdotes from his expeditions to Siberia,
Outer Mongolia, Barbuda, and other places, giving a vivid impression of the people, places, and challenges
involved in such work. He ends by presenting his own take on the Cambrian Explosion, based on the picture
emerging from this very active field of research. A vital clue involves worms - burrowing
worms are one of the key signs of the start of the Cambrian. This is fitting: Darwin was inordinately fond of
worms.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Parkin:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Darwin's Lost World: The
hidden history of animal life (Popular Science) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Marvin Smith:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Darwin's Lost World: The hidden
history of animal life (Popular Science) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Darwin's Lost World: The hidden history of animal life
(Popular Science) become your starter.

Judy Bowen:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be learn. Darwin's Lost World: The hidden history of animal life (Popular Science) can be
your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Leroy Moore:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book Darwin's Lost World: The hidden history of animal life (Popular Science) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book
Darwin's Lost World: The hidden history of animal life (Popular Science). You can more appealing than
now.
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