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Slavery, segregation, abortion, workers' rights, the power of the courts. These issues have been at the heart of
the greatest constitutional controversies in American history. And in this concise and thought-provoking
volume, some of today's most distinguished legal scholars and commentators explain for a general audience
how five landmark Supreme Court cases centered on those controversies shaped the country's destiny and
continue to affect us even now. The book is a profound exploration of the Supreme Court's importance to
America's social and political life. It is also, as many of the contributors show, an intriguing reflection of
what some have seen as an important trend in legal scholarship away from an uncritical belief in the
essentially benign nature of judicial power.

Robert George opens with an illuminating survey of the themes that unite and divide the five cases. Other
contributors then examine each case in detail through a lively commentary-and-response format. Mark
Tushnet and Jeremy Waldron exchange views on Marbury v. Madison, the pivotal 1803 case that established
the power of the courts to invalidate legislation. Cass Sunstein and James McPherson discuss Dred Scott v.
Sandford (1857), the notorious case that confirmed the rights of slaveowners, declared that black people
could not be American citizens, and is often seen as a cause of the Civil War. Hadley Arkes and Donald
Drakeman explore the legacy of Lochner v. New York (1905), a case that ushered in decades of judicial
hostility to social welfare laws. Earl Maltz and Walter Murphy assess Brown v. Topeka Board of Education
(1954), the famous case that ended racial segregation in public schools. Finally, Jean Bethke Elshtain and
George Will tackle Roe v. Wade (1973), still a flashpoint a quarter of a century later in the debate over
abortion. While some of the contributors show sympathy for strong judicial interventions on social issues,
many across the ideological spectrum are sharply critical of judicial activism.

A compelling introduction to the greatest cases in U.S. constitutional law, this is also an enlightening
glimpse of the state of the art in American legal scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Great Cases in
Constitutional Law to read.

Jeff Sanchez:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Great Cases in
Constitutional Law is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Martin Thomas:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Great Cases
in Constitutional Law will give you a new experience in examining a book.

James Voyles:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Great Cases in Constitutional Law is
simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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