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The origin of life is a hotly debated topic. The Christian Bible states that God created the heavens and the
Earth, all in about seven days roughly six thousand years ago. This episode in Genesis departs markedly
from scientific theories developed over the last two centuries which hold that life appeared on Earth about
3.5 billion years ago in the form of bacteria, followed by unicellular organisms half a millennia later. It is
this version of genesis that Alexandre Meinesz explores in this engaging tale of life's origins and evolution.

 

How Life Began elucidates three origins, or geneses, of life—bacteria, nucleated cells, and multicellular
organisms—and shows how evolution has sculpted life to its current biodiversity through four main
events—mutation, recombination, natural selection, and geologic cataclysm. As an ecologist who specializes
in algae, the first organisms to colonize Earth, Meinesz brings a refreshingly novel voice to the history of
biodiversity and emphasizes here the role of unions in organizing life. For example, the ingestion of some
bacteria by other bacteria led to mitochondria that characterize animal and plant cells, and the chloroplasts of
plant cells.

 

As Meinesz charmingly recounts, life’s grandeur is a result of an evolutionary tendency toward sociality and
solidarity. He suggests that it is our cohesion and collaboration that allows us to solve the environmental
problems arising in the decades and centuries to come. Rooted in the science of evolution but enlivened with
many illustrations from other disciplines and the arts, How Life Began intertwines the rise of bacteria and
multicellular life with Vermeer’s portrait of Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, the story of Genesis and Noah,
Meinesz’s son’s early experiences with Legos, and his own encounters with other scientists. All of this
brings a very human and humanistic tone to Meinesz’s charismatic narrative of the three origins of life.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Thompson:

The book How Life Began: Evolution's Three Geneses can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book How Life Began:
Evolution's Three Geneses? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book How Life
Began: Evolution's Three Geneses has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Marshall:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving How Life Began: Evolution's Three
Geneses that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you could pick How Life Began: Evolution's Three Geneses become your personal starter.

Robert Olsen:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide How Life Began: Evolution's Three Geneses was filled about science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve.
In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Randall Wilmes:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So
, this How Life Began: Evolution's Three Geneses can make you really feel more interested to read.
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