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The "House Divided" speech helped to win Lincoln the presidency; the Gettysburg Address made him an
icon. How did Lincoln come to speak the words that would change a nation? Analyzing the ideas and
rhetoric in these two crucial speeches, Carl F. Wieck argues that the radical abolitionist movement exerted a
significant influence on Lincoln's thought and moral development.

One of the most famous phrases in the Gettysburg Address—"government of the people, by the people, for
the people"—was previously associated with Unitarian minister and radical abolitionist Theodore Parker,
and Wieck argues that Lincoln's debt to Parker extends far beyond borrowing these few words. Establishing
aclear connection between Lincoln and Parker through their mutual friend and Lincoln's law partner,
William Herndon, Wieck traces the similarities between Lincoln's key speeches and the philosophy, rhetoric,
logic, and ideas found in writings by Parker and other abolitionists.

Ever the cautious politician, Lincoln sought to hide hisintellectual and personal connections to the maligned
and unpopular abolitionists. The usefulness of such subterfuge became apparent when, after John Brown's
attempt to incite a slave revolt, Lincoln could truthfully state that he had no direct contact with radical
abolitionists. In the meantime, Lincoln not only drew from Parker's abolitionist propaganda but also was
influenced by Daniel Webster, afervent nationalist who had advocated compromise over slavery in order to
preserve the Union. Combining these seemingly contradictory political traditions, Lincoln created a
contested middle position that ultimately brought him to the White House.

Tracing the Great Emancipator's political ideology from the antebellum era and culminating at Gettysburg,

Lincoln's Quest for Equality sheds new light on the intellectual development of the president who reshaped
American political culture.
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From reader reviews:
Margert Lewis:

Here thing why that Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar
with Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Lincoln's Quest for
Equality: The Road to Gettysburg in e-book can be your option.

Annie Hernandez;

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Lincoln's Quest for
Equality: The Road to Gettysburg is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jeanne Newman:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg or
perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.

Hubert Wooten:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So, this Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg can make you feel



more interested to read.
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