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On the Eveisthe portrait of aworld on the brink of annihilation. In this provocative book, Bernard
Wasserstein presents a new and disturbing interpretation of the collapse of European Jewish civilization even
before the Nazi onslaught.

In the 1930s, as Europe spiraled toward the Second World War, the continent’ s Jews faced an existential
crisis. The harsh realities of the age—anti-Semitic persecution, economic discrimination, and an ominous
climate of violence—devastated Jewish communities and shattered the lives of individuals.

The Jewish crisis was as much the result of internal decay as of external attack. Demographic collapse, socia
disintegration, and cultural dissolution were al taking their toll. The problem was not just Nazism: In the
summer of 1939 more Jews were behind barbed wire outside the Third Reich than within it, and not only in
police states but even in the liberal democracies of the West. The greater part of Europe was being
transformed into a giant concentration

camp for Jews. Unlike most previous accounts, On the Eve focuses not on the anti-Semites but on the Jews.
Wasserstein refutes the common misconception that they were unaware of the gathering forces of their
enemies. He demonstrates that there was a growing and widespread recognition among Jews that they stood
on the edge of an abyss.

On the Eve recaptures the agonizing sorrows and the effervescent cultural glories of thislast phase in the
history of the European Jews. It explores their hopes, anxieties, and ambitions, their family ties, social
relations, and intellectual creativity—everything that made life meaningful and bearable for them.

Wasserstein introduces a diverse array of characters: holy men and hucksters, beggars and bankers,
politicians and poets, housewives and harlots, and, in an especially poignant chapter, children without a
future. The geographical range also is vast: from Vilna (the “ Jerusalem of the North”) to Amsterdam,
Vienna, Warsaw, and Paris, from the Judeo-Espagnol -speaking stevedores of Salonicato the Yiddish-
language collective farms of Soviet Ukraine and Crimea.

Wasserstein’saim isto “breathe life into dry bones.” Based on comprehensive research, rendered with

compassion and empathy, and brought alive by telling anecdotes and dry wit, On the Eve offers avivid and
enlightening picture of the European Jewsin their final hour.
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From reader reviews:
Angela Drew:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have sparetimeto try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since
just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, itisright.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular On the Eve: The Jews of Europe
Before the Second World War to read.

Glen Hoffman:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World War as your daily
resource information.

Kevin Swafford:

This On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World War is completely new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this On
the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World War can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading a publication
especially thisone. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So, don't miss
this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Beth Murray:

With this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you
must do isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of
the books in the top collection in your reading list will be On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second
World War. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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