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Each year in the Highland Guatemala town of Santiago Momostenango, Maya religious societies, dance
teams, and cofradias perform the annual cycle of rituals and festival's prescribed by Costumbre (syncretized
Maya Christian religion), which serves to renew the cosmic order. In thisrichly detailed ethnography,
Garrett Cook explores how these festivals of Jesucristo and the saints derive from and reenact three major
ancient Maya creation myths, thus revealing patterns of continuity between contemporary expressive culture
and the myths, rituals, and iconography of the Classic and Postclassic Maya.

Drawing on fieldwork conducted in the 1970s and renewed in the 1990s, Cook describes the expressive
culture tradition performed in and by the cofradias and their dance teams. He listens as dancers and cofrades
explain the meaning of service and of the major ritual symbolsin the cults of the saints and Jesucristo.
Comparing these symbols to iconographic evidence from Palenque and myths from the Popol Vuh, Cook
persuasively argues that the expressive culture of Momostenango enacts major Maya creation myths—the
transformative sunrise, the representation of the year as the life cycle of anthropomorphized nature, and the
erection of an axis mundi.

This research documents specific patterns of continuity and discontinuity in the communal expression of
Maya religious and cosmogonic themes. Along with other recent research, it demonstrates the survival of a
basic Maya pattern—the worl d-creating vegetative renewal cycle—in the highland Maya cults of the saints
and Jesucristo.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Hicks:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland
Town. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Aslong as we know about how is
important a book Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culturein a Highland Town. Y ou can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
thelibrary. Let's examine.

Raymond Littlefield:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you alot of
new facts. When you read areserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other people. When you read this Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town, you
are ableto tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a publication.

Patricia Phipps:

Precisely why? Because this Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in aHighland Town isan
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If |
were being you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Melinda McKinney:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. Aswe know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town we can take more



advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culturein a Highland Town. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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