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To newly minted biologist James Estes, the sea otters he was studying in the leafy kelp forests off the coast
of Alaska appeared to have an unbalanced relationship with their greater environment. Gorging themselves
on the sea urchins that grazed among the kelp, these small charismatic mammals seemed to give little back in
return. But as Estes dug deeper, he unearthed a far more complex relationship between the otter and its
underwater environment, discovering that otters play acritical role in driving positive ecosystem dynamics.
While teasing out the connective threads, he began to question our assumptions about ecol ogical
relationships. These questions would ultimately inspire alifelong quest to better understand the surprising
complexity of our natural world and the unexpected ways we discover it.

Serendipity tells the story of James Estes' slife as a naturalist and the concepts that have driven hisinterest in
researching the ecological role of top-level predators. Using the relationships between sea otters, kelp, and
sea urchins as atouchstone, Estes retraces his investigations of numerous other species, ecosystems, and
ecological processes in an attempt to discover why ecologists can learn so many details about the systemsin
which they work and yet understand so little about the broader processes that influence these systems. Part
memoir, part natural history, and deeply inquisitive, Serendipity will entertain and inform readers as it raises
thoughtful questions about our relationship with the natural world.
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From reader reviews:
Jeremy Hutchings:

The book Serendipity: An Ecologist's Quest to Understand Nature (Organisms and Environments) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we |eave the great thing like a book
Serendipity: An Ecologist's Quest to Understand Nature (Organisms and Environments)? A few of you have
adifferent opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. Itis
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Serendipity: An Ecologist's Quest to Understand
Nature (Organisms and Environments) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it isvery
wonderful.

Jose Crawford:

The book Serendipity: An Ecologist's Quest to Understand Nature (Organisms and Environments) will bring
you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the ideaiis very unique.
If you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Serendipity: An Ecologist's Quest
to Understand Nature (Organisms and Environments) is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kim Heflin:

This Serendipity: An Ecologist's Quest to Understand Nature (Organisms and Environments) is great
publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage
word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Serendipity: An Ecologist's Quest to Understand
Nature (Organisms and Environments) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information initis
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this
publication already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
that will?

Rodolfo Buker:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.

Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just



looking for the Serendipity: An Ecologist's Quest to Understand Nature (Organisms and Environments)
when you essential it?
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