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The first time she made a pizza from scratch, art historian Nancy Heller made the observation that led her to
write this entertaining guide to contemporary art. Comparing modern art not only to pizzas but also to
traditional and children's art, Heller shows us how we can refine analytical tools we already possess to
understand and enjoy even the most unfamiliar paintings and sculptures.

How is a painting like a pizza? Both depend on visual balance for much of their overall appeal and, though
both can be judged by a set of established standards, pizzas and paintings must ultimately be evaluated in
terms of individual taste. By using such commonsense examples and making unexpected connections, this
book helps even the most skeptical viewers feel comfortable around contemporary art and see aspects of it
they would otherwise miss. Heller discusses how nontraditional works of art are made--and thus how to talk
about their composition and formal elements. She also considers why such art is made and what it "means."

At the same time, Heller reassures those of us who have felt uncomfortable around avant-garde art that we
don't have to like all--or even any--of it. Yet, if we can relax, we can use the aesthetic awareness developed
in everyday life to analyze almost any painting, sculpture, or installation. Heller also gives concise answers
to the eight questions she is most frequently asked about contemporary art--from how to tell when an abstract
painting is right side up to which works of art belong in a museum.

This book is for anyone who agrees with art critic Clement Greenberg that "All profoundly original art looks
ugly at first." It's also for anyone who disagrees. It is for anyone who wants to get more out of a museum or
gallery visit and would like to be able to say something more than just "yes" or "no" when asked if they like
an artist's work.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One
of them is this Why a Painting Is Like a Pizza: A Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art.

Benjamin Hoffman:

Exactly why? Because this Why a Painting Is Like a Pizza: A Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern
Art is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock
you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Anthony Lucas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Why a Painting Is Like a Pizza: A
Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art guide written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Why a
Painting Is Like a Pizza: A Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art as good book not just by the
cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Gerald McMullen:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to your
account is Why a Painting Is Like a Pizza: A Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art this book



consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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