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How could novels like Uncle Tom’s Cabin change the hearts and minds of thousands of mid-nineteenth-
century readers, yet make so many modern readers cringe at their over-the-top, tear-filled scenes?
Sentimental Readers explains why sentimental rhetoric was so compelling to readers of that earlier era, why
its popularity waned in the latter part of the nineteenth century, and why today it is generally characterized as
overly emotional and artificial. But author Faye Halpern also does more: she demonstrates that this now
despised rhetoric remains relevant to contemporary writing teachers and literary scholars.

Halpern examines these novels with a fresh eye by positioning sentimentality as a rhetorical strategy on the
part of these novels’ (mostly) female authors, who used it to answer a question that plagued the male-
dominated world of nineteenth-century American rhetoric and oratory: how could listeners be sure an
eloquent speaker wasn’t unscrupulously persuading them of an untruth? The authors of sentimental novels
managed to solve this problem even as the professional male rhetoricians and orators could not, because
sentimental rhetoric, filled with tears and other physical cues of earnestness, ensured that an audience could
trust the heroes and heroines of these novels. However, as a wider range of authors began wielding
sentimental rhetoric later in the nineteenth century, readers found themselves less and less convinced by this
strategy.

In her final discussion, Halpern steps beyond a purely historical analysis to interrogate contemporary rhetoric
and reading practices among literature professors and their students, particularly first-year students new to
the “close reading” method advocated and taught in most college English classrooms. Doing so allows her to
investigate how sentimental novels are understood today by both groups and how these contemporary
reading strategies compare to those of Americans more than a century ago. Clearly, sentimental novels still
have something to teach us about how and why we read.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Broderick:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Sentimental Readers: The Rise, Fall, and Revival of a Disparaged Rhetoric,
you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a e-book.

Paul Lopez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be
option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you
should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Sentimental Readers: The Rise,
Fall, and Revival of a Disparaged Rhetoric can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Ellis Pauling:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day long to reading a e-book. The book Sentimental Readers: The Rise, Fall, and Revival of a Disparaged
Rhetoric it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book has high quality.

Catherine Almond:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes examining,
not only science book but in addition novel and Sentimental Readers: The Rise, Fall, and Revival of a
Disparaged Rhetoric as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great



a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Sentimental Readers: The Rise, Fall, and Revival of a Disparaged
Rhetoric to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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