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The revelatory memoir of Lezley McSpadden—the mother of Michael Brown, the African-American
teenager killed by the police officer Darren Wilson in Ferguson, Missouri on August 9, 2014—sheds
light on one of the landmark events in recent history. 

“I wasn’t there when Mike Mike was shot. I didn’t see him fall or take his last breath, but as his mother, I do
know one thing better than anyone, and that’s how to tell my son’s story, and the journey we shared together
as mother and son." —Lezley McSpadden

When Michael Orlandus Darrion Brown was born, he was adored and doted on by his aunts, uncles,
grandparents, his father, and most of all by his sixteen-year-old mother, who nicknamed him Mike Mike.
McSpadden never imagined that her son’s name would inspire the resounding chants of protesters in
Ferguson, Missouri, and ignite the global conversation about the disparities in the American policing system.
In Tell the Truth & Shame the Devil, McSpadden picks up the pieces of the tragedy that shook her life and
the country to their core and reveals the unforgettable story of her life, her son, and their truth.

Tell the Truth & Shame the Devil is a riveting family memoir about the journey of a young
woman, triumphing over insurmountable obstacles, and learning to become a good mother. With brutal
honesty, McSpadden brings us inside her experiences being raised by a hardworking, single mother; her
pregnancy at age fifteen and the painful subsequent decision to drop out of school to support her son; how
she survived domestic abuse; and her unwavering commitment to raising four strong and healthy children,
even if it meant doing so on her own. McSpadden writes passionately about the hours, days, and months after
her son was shot to death by Officer Darren Wilson, recounting her time on the ground
with peaceful protestors, how she was treated by police and city officials, and how she felt in the gut-
wrenching moment when the grand jury announced it would not indict the man who had killed her son.

After the system failed to deliver justice to Michael Brown, McSpadden and thousands of others across
America took it upon themselves to carry on his legacy in the fight against injustice and racism. Tell the
Truth & Shame the Devil is a portrait of our time, an urgent call to action, and a moving testament to the
undying bond between mothers and sons.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Livingston:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Tell the
Truth & Shame the Devil: The Life, Legacy, and Love of My Son Michael Brown? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Betty McClanahan:

The book Tell the Truth & Shame the Devil: The Life, Legacy, and Love of My Son Michael Brown make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make reading a book Tell the Truth & Shame the Devil: The Life, Legacy, and Love of My Son Michael
Brown being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a guide
Tell the Truth & Shame the Devil: The Life, Legacy, and Love of My Son Michael Brown. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Margaret Thompson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Tell the Truth & Shame the Devil: The Life, Legacy, and Love of My Son Michael
Brown can make you experience more interested to read.

Theresa Kuykendall:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the Tell the Truth & Shame the Devil: The Life, Legacy, and Love of My Son Michael



Brown when you needed it?
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