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Explores the ancient and perennial notion of the four elements as environmental ideas.

Bachelard called them “the hormones of the imagination.” Hegel observed that, “through the four elements
we have the elevation of sensuous ideas into thought.” Earth, air, fire, and water are explored as both
philosophical ideas and environmental issues associated with their classical and perennial conceptions. David
Macauley embarks upon a wide-ranging discussion of their initial appearance in ancient Greek thought as
mythic forces or scientific principles to their recent reemergence within contemporary continental
philosophy as a means for understanding landscape and language, poetry and place, the body and the body
politic. In so doing, he shows the importance of elemental thinking for comprehending and responding to
ecological problems. In tracing changing views of the four elements through the history of ideas, Macauley
generates a new vocabulary for and a fresh vision of the environment while engaging the elemental world
directly with reflections on their various manifestations.

David Macauley is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Environmental Studies at Penn State University,
Brandywine. He is the editor of Minding Nature: The Philosophers of Ecology.
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From reader reviews:

David Robinson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a reserve. The book Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental
Ideas (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Nathan Hutchison:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication
that need more time to be study. Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas
(SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone
who have those short extra time problems.

Mike Hart:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Elemental Philosophy: Earth,
Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas (SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) is
simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Gary Askew:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known
as of book Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas (SUNY series in
Environmental Philosophy and Ethics). You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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