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Rumors of Devil-worship, or Satanism, have circulated for centuries. Tales of Black Masses, demonic
possession, mysterious nighttime ceremonies, and human sacrifices have captured the popular consciousness,
prompting the Christian Church to move aggressively to root out Satanism and its practioners through often
extraordinarily brutal means of detection and interrogation.

Until recently the stuff of myths and stories, allegations of occult worship have of late taken the form of
police investigations concerning ritual child abuse, teens involved in Satanic cults, and serial killings.
Unsubstantiated rumors have found their way into the popular and serious press and have been reported as
fact, often with little or no verification. Obsessive anti-Satanists find evidence of Satanic lyrics in rock music
from Led Zeppelin's "Stairway to Heaven" to Live Aid's "We are the World," while the numbers "666" are
found in barcodes in supermarkets.

The Lure of the Sinister draws on a remarkable range of sources, from newspapers and pulp literature to
early modern works on demonology to explore the entire history of Satanism from the origins of the Devil in
pre-Christian theology through the Inquisition to the life and times of Aleister Crowley, "the "wickedest man
in the world." The book also investigates modern charges of Satanism, the psychology of the people who
make the allegations, and the legal and religious contexts in which they arise, showing how rumors of Devil-
worship come to take on a life of their own. Lively and wittily written, The Lure of the Sinister reveals a
strange tapestry of dark and fearful beliefs which have haunted our imagination for centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Naranjo:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the guide untitled Lure of the Sinister: The Unnatural History of Satanism can be good book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Christine Kaufman:

The particular book Lure of the Sinister: The Unnatural History of Satanism has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after scanning this book.

Lula Barnes:

You can find this Lure of the Sinister: The Unnatural History of Satanism by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Coleman Bailey:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Lure of the Sinister: The Unnatural History
of Satanism to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book
and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside
that the reserve Lure of the Sinister: The Unnatural History of Satanism can to be your brand new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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