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Mirrors of Clay: Reflections of Ancient Andean Life in Ceramics from the Sam Olden Collection features
photographs and descriptions of sixty ceramic vessels from ancient Andean American cultures, including the
Cupisnique, Chavín, Vicús, Nazca, Moche, Tiwanaku, Lambayeque, and Chimú, which flourished between
1200 BCE and 1550 CE. These distinctive ceramic vessels, selected from the collection of Sam Olden, were
given to the Mississippi Museum of Art and are included in a special exhibition presented by the museum
and Jackson State University. The pieces reveal each culture's stylistic aesthetics, religious ideologies, and
political roles.

The Pre-Columbian ceramic vessels presented in this catalogue are mainly from the Andean region of South
America, which includes the modern countries of Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia. By analyzing technologies,
forms, and decorative designs, author Yumi Park reveals the unique aesthetics, social stratifications, religious
ideologies, and political roles within each culture. Ancient Andean potters expressed their native
individualities by depicting the forms of warriors, deities, architecture, flora, fauna, and daily life on their
ceramic vessels.

Collector Sam Olden lived in Peru during the 1960s. After visiting various archaeological sites and
museums, including the Rafael Larco Herrera Museum in Peru, he became enamored with the ceramic
vessels of the ancient Andes. Olden later settled in Yazoo City, Mississippi, and began to build an extensive
collection of ancient Andean ceramics, eventually making a large donation to the Mississippi Museum of
Art. Because of his passion for these artifacts, the people of Mississippi are now afforded a window on the
ancient Andean world. The Sam Olden Collection gives us tangible and visible evidence of the social
activities, political events, and ideological beliefs of ancient Andean cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Lacey Clements:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free
time, we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again,
what kind of activity do you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, the particular book you have read is actually Mirrors of Clay.

Ralph Dell:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Mirrors of Clay your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then
become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Mirrors of Clay giving
you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jeffery Bruce:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be Mirrors of Clay why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Latricia Wynkoop:

This Mirrors of Clay is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately
using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Mirrors of Clay in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?
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