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“A ridiculously diverting glimpse of downstairs life in Edwardian England. . . . Most gratifying.”—Laura
Miller, Salon

From the immense staff running a lavish Edwardian estate and the lonely maid-of-all-work cooking in a
cramped middle-class house to the poor child doing chores in a slightly less poor household, servants were
essential to the British way of life. They were hired not only for their skills but also to demonstrate the social
standing of their employers—even as they were required to tread softly and blend into the background. More
than simply the laboring class serving the upper crust—as popular culture would have us believe—they were
a diverse group that shaped and witnessed major changes in the modern home, family, and social order.

Spanning over a hundred years, Lucy Lethbridge?in this "best type of history" (Literary Review)?brings to
life through letters and diaries the voices of countless men and women who have been largely ignored by the
historical record. She also interviews former and current servants for their recollections of this waning
profession.

At the fore are the experiences of young girls who slept in damp corners of basements, kitchen maids who
were required to stir eggs until the yolks were perfectly centered, and cleaners who had to scrub floors on
their hands and knees despite the wide availability of vacuum cleaners. We also meet a lord who solved his
inability to open a window by throwing a brick through it and Winston Churchill’s butler who did not think
Churchill would know how to dress on his own.

A compassionate and discerning exploration of the complex relationship between the server, the served, and
the world they lived in, Servants opens a window onto British society from the Edwardian period to the
present.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Rich:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Servants: A Downstairs History of
Britain from the Nineteenth Century to Modern Times book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Teresa Sullivan:

This book untitled Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from the Nineteenth Century to Modern Times
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get
a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it through
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from
your list.

Vera Pinckney:

This Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from the Nineteenth Century to Modern Times is great
publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word
or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from the Nineteenth
Century to Modern Times in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Carole Houston:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from the Nineteenth
Century to Modern Times this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is



easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
ideal all of you.
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