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Originally published in Brazil as O Diabo e a Terra de Santa Cruz, this translation from the Portuguese
analyzes the nature of popular religion and the ways it was transferred to the New World in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. Using richly detailed transcripts from Inquisition trials, Mello e Souza reconstructs
how Iberian, indigenous, and African beliefs fused to create a syncretic and magical religious culture in
Brazil.

Focusing on sorcery, the author argues that European traditions of witchcraft combined with practices of
Indians and African slaves to form a uniquely Brazilian set of beliefs that became central to the lives of the
people in the colony. Her work shows how the Inquisition reinforced the view held in Europe (particularly
Portugal) that the colony was a purgatory where those who had sinned were exiled, a place where the Devil
had a wide range of opportunities. Her focus on the three centuries of the colonial period, the multiple
regions in Brazil, and the Indian, African, and Portuguese traditions of magic, witchcraft, and healing, make
the book comprehensive in scope.

Stuart Schwartz of Yale University says, "It is arguably the best book of this genre about Latin America...all
in all, a wonderful book." Alida Metcalf of Trinity University, San Antonio, says, "This book is a major
contribution to the field of Brazilian history...the first serious study of popular religion in colonial
Brazil...Mello e Souza is a wonderful writer."
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Huffman:

The ability that you get from The Devil and the Land of the Holy Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular
Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America Series) may be the more deep you
looking the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but The Devil and the Land of the Holy Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and
Popular Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America Series) giving you thrill feeling
of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone
who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular The Devil and the Land of the Holy
Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America
Series) instantly.

Paul Kindig:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Devil and the
Land of the Holy Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations
from Latin America Series) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The particular book untitled The Devil and the Land of the Holy Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular
Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America Series)is the main of several books that
will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Julie Chambers:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Devil and the Land of the Holy Cross:
Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America Series)
can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Devil and the Land of the Holy
Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America
Series).



Judy Marinez:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the
book The Devil and the Land of the Holy Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular Religion in Colonial
Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America Series) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book The Devil and
the Land of the Holy Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations
from Latin America Series). You can more appealing than now.
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