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'Who possesses me will possess all things,
But his life will belong to me...'

Raphael de Valentin, a young aristocrat, has lost all his money in the gaming parlours of the Palais Royal in
Paris, and contemplates ending his life by throwing himself into the Seine. He is distracted by the bizarre
array of objects in a chaotic antique shop, among them a strange animal skin, a piece of shagreen with
magical properties. It will grant its possessor his every wish, but each time a wish is bestowed the skin
shrinks, hastening its owner's death. Around this fantastic premise
Balzac weaves a compelling psychological portrait of his hero, a prisoner of his own Promethean
imagination, and explores profound ideas about the human will, vice and virtue, love and death.

Helen Constantine's new translation captures the energy and exuberance of Balzac's novel, one of the most
engaging of his 'Études philosophiques' from the Comédie humaine. The accompanying introduction and
notes offer fresh insights into this remarkable work.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Wild Ass's Skin (Oxford World's Classics) will
make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Cathleen Read:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Wild
Ass's Skin (Oxford World's Classics) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Charles Owens:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Wild Ass's
Skin (Oxford World's Classics) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Roger Moxley:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is The Wild Ass's Skin (Oxford World's Classics) this book consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he
makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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