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In 'They Say,' James West Davidson recounts the first thirty years in the passionate life of Ida B. Wells--as
well as the story of the great struggle over the meaning of race in post-emancipation America. Davidson
captures the breathtaking and often chaotic changes that swept the South as Wells grew up in Holly Springs,
Mississippi: the spread of education among free blacks, the rise of political activism, and the bitter struggles
for equality in the face of entrenched social custom.

When Wells came of age she moved to bustling Memphis, where her quest for personal fulfillment was
thwarted as whites increasingly used race as a barrier to separate blacks from mainstream America. Davidson
traces the crosscurrents of these cultural conflicts through Wells's forceful personality, intertwining her
struggle to define herself with her early courageous, and often audacious, behavior. When a conductor threw
her off a train for refusing to sit in the segregated car, she sued the railroad--and won. When she protested
conditions in segregated Memphis schools, she was fired--and took up journalism. And in 1892, when an
explosive lynching rocked Memphis, Wells embarked fully on the career for which she is now remembered,
as outspoken anti-lynching writer and lecturer.

Period photographs from postcards, newspapers, and Wells's own diary further engage readers in this
dynamic story. Richly researched and deftly written, the book offers a gripping portrait of the young Ida B.
Wells, who directly encountered and influenced the evolving significance of race in America.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Young:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book "They Say": Ida B. Wells and the Reconstruction of
Race (New Narratives in American History). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important a new book "They Say": Ida B. Wells and the Reconstruction of
Race (New Narratives in American History). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able
to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Dorothy Trimm:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take "They Say": Ida B. Wells and the Reconstruction of Race (New Narratives in
American History) as your daily resource information.

Joseph Mattie:

Often the book "They Say": Ida B. Wells and the Reconstruction of Race (New Narratives in American
History) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book "They Say": Ida
B. Wells and the Reconstruction of Race (New Narratives in American History) is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read
the book.

Bernadine Parker:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful photographs on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this "They Say": Ida B. Wells and the Reconstruction of Race (New Narratives in
American History) can make you experience more interested to read.
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