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Chronicling the rise of Los Angeles through shifting ideas of race and ethnicity, William Deverell offers a
unique perspective on how the city grew and changed. Whitewashed Adobe considers six different
developments in the history of the city—including the cementing of the Los Angeles River, the outbreak of
bubonic plague in 1924, and the evolution of America's largest brickyard in the 1920s. In an absorbing
narrative supported by a number of previously unpublished period photographs, Deverell shows how a city
that was once part of Mexico itself came of age through appropriating—and even obliterating—the region's
connections to Mexican places and people.

Deverell portrays Los Angeles during the 1850s as a city seething with racial enmity due to the recent war
with Mexico. He explains how, within a generation, the city's business interests, looking for a commercially
viable way to establish urban identity, borrowed Mexican cultural traditions and put on a carnival called La
Fiesta de Los Angeles. He analyzes the subtle ways in which ethnicity came to bear on efforts to corral the
unpredictable Los Angeles River and shows how the resident Mexican population was put to work
fashioning the modern metropolis. He discusses how Los Angeles responded to the nation's last major
outbreak of bubonic plague and concludes by considering the Mission Play, a famed drama tied to regional
assumptions about history, progress, and ethnicity. Taking all of these elements into consideration,
Whitewashed Adobe uncovers an urban identity—and the power structure that fostered it—with far-reaching
implications for contemporary Los Angeles.
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From reader reviews:

David Lalonde:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. Whitewashed Adobe: The Rise of Los Angeles and the Remaking of Its
Mexican Past can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time
problems.

Ralph Capra:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Whitewashed Adobe: The Rise of Los Angeles and the Remaking of Its Mexican Past will give you a new
experience in looking at a book.

James Ronquillo:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Whitewashed Adobe: The Rise of Los Angeles and the Remaking of Its Mexican
Past was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which
you wanted.

Mary Jacobs:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Whitewashed Adobe: The Rise of Los Angeles and the
Remaking of Its Mexican Past can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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