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orgiving the Gift challenges the tendency to reflexively understand gifts as exchanges, negotiations, and
circulations. Lawrence reads plays by Christopher Marlowe and William Shakespeare as informed by an
early modern belief in the possibility and even necessity of radical generosity, of giftsthat break the cycle of
economy and self-interest.

The prologue reads Marlowe's Dr. Faustus to show how the play aligns gift and grace, depicting Faustus's
famous bond as the instrument simultaneously of reciprocal exchange and of damnation. In the introduction,
the author frames his argument theoretically by placing Marcel Mauss's classic essay, The Gift, into dialogue
with Jacques Derrida, Emmanuel Levinas, and Paul Ricoeur to sketch two very different understandings of
gift-giving. In the first, described by Mauss, the gift becomes a covert form of exchange. Though Mauss
contrasts the gift economy with the market economy, his description of the gift economy nevertheless
undermines his own project of discovering in it abasisfor social solidarity. In the second understanding of
gift exchange, derived from the philosophy of Levinas, the gift expresses the radical asymmetry of ethical
concern.

Literature and philosophy scholars aike will benefit from the original readings of The Merchant of Venice,
Edward I, King Lear, Titus Andronicus, and The Tempest, which constitute the body of the text. These
readings find in the plays a generosity that exceeds the social practice of gift-giving, because extraordinarily
generous acts of friendship or filial affection survive the collapse of social norms. Antonio in Merchant and
the title character in Edward 11 practice a friendship whose extravagance marks its excess. Lear, on the other
hand, brings about histragedy by attempting to reduce filial love to debt. Titus also discoversalove
excessive to socia convention when rape and mutilation annihilate his daughter's cultural value. Findlly,
Prospero in The Tempest sacrifices power and even his own life for the love of his daughter, giving a gift
rendered asymmetrical by both its excess and its secrecy.

While proposing new readings of works of Renaissance drama, Forgiving the Gift also questions the model
of human life from which many contemporary readings, especially those characterized as new historicist or
cultural materialist, grow. In so doing, it addresses questions of how we are to understand literary texts, but
also how we are to live with othersin the world."
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From reader reviews:
Alan Williams:

Here thing why thiskind of Forgiving the Gift: The Philosophy of Generosity in Shakespeare and Marlowe
(Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at
abook isgood but it realy dependsin the content of the usb ports which isthe content is as delightful as
food or not. Forgiving the Gift: The Philosophy of Generosity in Shakespeare and Marlowe (Medieval and
Renaissance Literary Studies) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Forgiving the Gift: The Philosophy of Generosity in
Shakespeare and Marlowe (Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies). It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in playground, caf€, or even in your technique home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Forgiving the
Gift: The Philosophy of Generosity in Shakespeare and Marlowe (Medieval and Renaissance Literary
Studies) in e-book can be your option.

Patricia Oyler:

Beside that Forgiving the Gift: The Philosophy of Generosity in Shakespeare and Marlowe (Medieval and
Renaissance Literary Studies) in your phone, it can give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if
you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Forgiving the Gift: The
Philosophy of Generosity in Shakespeare and Marlowe (Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies) because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this
book and read it from at this point!

Samantha Bond:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide Forgiving the Gift: The Philosophy of Generosity in Shakespeare
and Marlowe (Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can redlly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Wilda Baeza:

As ascholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make



summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their pastime.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
photographs on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period of time, many waysto get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this Forgiving the Gift: The Philosophy of Generosity in Shakespeare and
Marlowe (Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies) can make you sense more interested to read.
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