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For over a quarter century, Mark Rauzon has worked in the developing field of island restoration—a branch
of science that strives to control or completely remove pests and weeds from environments in which they
don't belong. His job has taken him to numerous atolls in the American Insular Pacific to eradicate the pests
that have been introduced, either on purpose or accidentally, by humans. These U.S. possessions and
territories are the nearest neighbors to the state of Hawai'i and include various islands and atolls: Kiritimati,
Jarvis, Howland, Baker, the Northern Marianas, Palmyra, Wake, Johnston, and Rose Atoll in American
Samoa. Recently, the islands have anchored a vast National Marine Monument program created to protect
the largest area in the world safe from human exploitation.

The remoteness of the islands has served the needs of whalers and guano miners and later that of military
secret projects, missile launching, chemical weapon incinerations, and air bases. Isles of Amnesia chronicles
the ecological history of these islands and recent efforts to restore nature's balance. In order to save
threatened species, invasive species have to be culled, removed, and killed. How are decisions justified to
take life in order to save life? Sometimes when an invasive species is removed, it may have been a
cornerstone species, meaning that although it is not indigenous it has come to play a vital role in the island
equilibrium. A failed eradication effort only compounds a problem. How do we predict what will happen?
This book searches for the answers to these questions.

Rauzon examines the studies and eradication efforts—his own among them—that have been launched in
order to restore the atoll ecosystems to their original, balanced states. Isles of Amnesia links the history of the
vast American Pacific together with modern conservation practices, explores the creation of the National
Marine Monuments and what their protection means to a changing ocean, and presents original research
about the Smithsonian's Pacific projects and germ warfare testing. Illustrated with over seventy photographs
and drawings, this much-needed work tells the unknown ecological story of America's forgotten Pacific
islands.

70+ illustrations
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From reader reviews:

John Augustine:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you
want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Isles of Amnesia:
The History, Geography, and Restoration of America's Forgotten Pacific Islands (A Latitude 20 Book) is
kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Ross Fletcher:

The guide untitled Isles of Amnesia: The History, Geography, and Restoration of America's Forgotten
Pacific Islands (A Latitude 20 Book) is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Isles of Amnesia: The History, Geography, and Restoration of America's Forgotten
Pacific Islands (A Latitude 20 Book) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Christopher Barry:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Isles of Amnesia: The History, Geography, and Restoration
of America's Forgotten Pacific Islands (A Latitude 20 Book) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

James Rodriguez:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the
book Isles of Amnesia: The History, Geography, and Restoration of America's Forgotten Pacific Islands (A
Latitude 20 Book) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must
love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life with that book Isles of Amnesia: The History, Geography, and Restoration of America's
Forgotten Pacific Islands (A Latitude 20 Book). You can more appealing than now.
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