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Stand-Up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America is the first study of stand-up comedy as a form of art.
John Limon appreciates and analyzes the specific practice of stand-up itself, moving beyond theories of the
joke, of the comic, and of comedy in general to read stand-up through the lens of literary and cultural theory.
Limon argues that stand-up is an artform best defined by its fascination with the abject, Julia Kristeva’s term
for those aspects of oneself that are obnoxious to one’s sense of identity but that are nevertheless—like
blood, feces, or urine—impossible to jettison once and for all. All of a comedian’s life, Limon asserts, is
abject in this sense.
Limon begins with stand-up comics in the 1950s and 1960s—Lenny Bruce, Carl Reiner, Mel Brooks, Mike
Nichols, Elaine May—when the norm of the profession was the Jewish, male, heterosexual comedian. He
then moves toward the present with analyses of David Letterman, Richard Pryor, Ellen DeGeneres, and
Paula Poundstone. Limon incorporates feminist, race, and queer theories to argue that the “comedification”
of America—stand-up comedy’s escape from its narrow origins—involves the repossession by black,
female, queer, and Protestant comedians of what was black, female, queer, yet suburbanizing in Jewish,
male, heterosexual comedy. Limon’s formal definition of stand-up as abject art thus hinges on his claim that
the great American comedians of the 1950s and 1960s located their comedy at the place (which would have
been conceived in 1960 as a location between New York City or Chicago and their suburbs) where body is
thrown off for the mind and materiality is thrown off for abstraction—at the place, that is, where American
abjection has always found its home.
As the first study of its kind, Stand-Up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America will appeal to a wide
audience including those interested in cultural studies, Jewish studies, gender and queer theory.
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From reader reviews:

Derek McCaleb:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in
America (New Americanists). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important some sort of book Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New
Americanists). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad
you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we
could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's study.

John Bledsoe:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and
learning books but if you want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or
novel. Often the Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New Americanists) is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Richard King:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in
America (New Americanists) can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Stand-up Comedy in
Theory, or, Abjection in America (New Americanists).

Allen Lutz:

You can get this Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New Americanists) by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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