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In The Crucible of Creation, paleontologist Simon Conway Morris describes the marvel ous finds of the
Burgess Shale--a fantastically rich deposit of bizarre and bewildering Cambrian fossils, located in Western
Canada.

Conway Morrisis one of the few paleontol ogists ever to explore the Burgess Shale, having been involved in
the dig since 1972, and thus he is an ideal guide to this amazing discovery. Indeed, he provides a complete
overview of thisremarkable find, ranging from an informative, basic discussion of the origins of life and
animals on earth, to a colorful description of Charles Walcott's discovery of the Burgess Shale and of the
painstaking scientific work that went on there (as well asin Burgess collections held at Harvard and the
Smithsonian), to an account of similar fossil findsin Greenland and in China. The heart of the book isan
imaginative trip in atime machine, back to the Cambrian seas, where the reader seesfirst-hand the
remarkable diversity of life asit existed then. And perhaps most important, Conway Morris examines the
lessons to be learned from the Burgess Shale, especially as they apply to modern evolutionary thinking. In
particular, he critiques the ideas of Stephen Jay Gould, whose best-selling book Wonderful Life drew on
Conway Morris's Burgess Shale work. The author takes afresh look at the evidence and draws quite different
conclusions from Gould on the nature of evolution.

Thisfinely illustrated volume takes the reader to the forefront of paleontology as it provides fresh insights
into the nature of evolution and of life on earth.
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From reader reviews:
Elaine Rode:

The book with title The Crucible of Creation: The Burgess Shale and the Rise of Animals contains alot of
information that you can study it. You can get alot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That
isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Percy Cole:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be examine. The
Crucible of Creation: The Burgess Shale and the Rise of Animals can be your answer since it can be read by
you actually who have those short free time problems.

L eroy Raymond:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people fed that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and The Crucible of Creation: The Burgess Shale and the Rise of
Animals or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those
ebooks are hel ping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book
likes The Crucible of Creation: The Burgess Shale and the Rise of Animals to make your spare time alot
more colorful. Many types of book like this.

LeeVillegas:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
asto make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students fedl that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this The Crucible of Creation: The Burgess Shale and the Rise of Animals can make you
experience more interested to read.
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