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A SWEEPING TALE OF TURN-OF-THE-CENTURY AMERICA AND THE IRRESISTIBLE FORCES
THAT BROUGHT TWO MEN TOGETHER ONE FATEFUL DAY
 
In 1901, as America tallied its gains from a period of unprecedented imperial expansion, an assassin’s bullet
shattered the nation’s confidence. The shocking murder of President William McKinley threw into stark
relief the emerging new world order of what would come to be known as the American Century. The
President and the Assassin is the story of the momentous years leading up to that event, and of the very
different paths that brought together two of the most compelling figures of the era: President William
McKinley and Leon Czolgosz, the anarchist who murdered him.

The two men seemed to live in eerily parallel Americas. McKinley was to his contemporaries an enigma, a
president whose conflicted feelings about imperialism reflected the country’s own. Under its popular
Republican commander-in-chief, the United States was undergoing an uneasy transition from a simple
agrarian society to an industrial powerhouse spreading its influence overseas by force of arms. Czolgosz was
on the losing end of the economic changes taking place—a first-generation Polish immigrant and factory
worker sickened by a government that seemed focused solely on making the rich richer. With a deft narrative
hand, journalist Scott Miller chronicles how these two men, each pursuing what he considered the right and
honorable path, collided in violence at the 1901 Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo, New York.

Along the way, readers meet a veritable who’s who of turn-of-the-century America: John Hay, McKinley’s
visionary secretary of state, whose diplomatic efforts paved the way for a half century of Western
exploitation of China; Emma Goldman, the radical anarchist whose incendiary rhetoric inspired Czolgosz to
dare the unthinkable; and Theodore Roosevelt, the vainglorious vice president whose 1898 charge up San
Juan Hill in Cuba is but one of many thrilling military adventures recounted here.

Rich with relevance to our own era, The President and the Assassin holds a mirror up to a fascinating period
of upheaval when the titans of industry grew fat, speculators sought fortune abroad, and desperate souls
turned to terrorism in a vain attempt to thwart the juggernaut of change.

Praise for The President and the Assassin
 
“[A] panoramic tour de force . . . Miller has a good eye, trained by years of journalism, for telling details and
enriching anecdotes.”—The Washington Independent Review of Books
 
“Even without the intrinsic draw of the 1901 presidential assassination that shapes its pages, Scott Miller’s
The President and the Assassin [is] absorbing reading. . . . What makes the book compelling is [that] so
many circumstances and events of the earlier time have parallels in our own.”—The Oregonian
 
“A marvelous work of history, wonderfully written.”—Fareed Zakaria, author of The Post-American World
 
“A real triumph.”—BookPage



 
“Fast-moving and richly detailed.”—The Buffalo News
 
“[A] compelling read.”—The Boston Globe
 
One of Newsweek’s 10 Must-Read Summer Books
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

This book untitled The President and the Assassin: McKinley, Terror, and Empire at the Dawn of the
American Century to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
book from your list.

Carl Kile:

Precisely why? Because this The President and the Assassin: McKinley, Terror, and Empire at the Dawn of
the American Century is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter
it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
all write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Gerald Reed:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually The President and the Assassin: McKinley, Terror,
and Empire at the Dawn of the American Century. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

Herbert Gist:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The
President and the Assassin: McKinley, Terror, and Empire at the Dawn of the American Century.
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