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Since its identification in 1981, the rhetorical presidency has drawn both defenders and critics. Chief among
those critical of the practice is political theorist Jeffrey K. Tulis, whose 1987 book, The Rhetorical
Presidency, helped popularize the construct and set forth a sustained analysis of the baleful effects that have
allegedly accompanied the shift from a “constitutional” presidency to a “rhetorical” one.

Tulis locates this shift in the presidencies of Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson, arguing that the
rhetorical presidency is a twentieth-century phenomenon. Yet not all scholars agree with this assessment.
Before the Rhetorical Presidency is an attempt to investigate how U.S. presidents in the nineteenth century
communicated with their publics, both congressional and popular.

In part 1, Martin J. Medhurst, Mel Laracey, Jeffrey K. Tulis, and Stephen E. Lucas set forth differing
perspectives on how the rhetorical presidency ought to be understood and evaluated. In part 2, eleven
scholars of nineteenth-century presidential rhetoric investigate the presidencies of Martin Van Buren, John
Tyler, James K. Polk, Franklin Pierce, James Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, Ulysses S. Grant, Rutherford B.
Hayes, Benjamin Harrison, Grover Cleveland, and William McKinley.

As the first volume ever to focus on nineteenth-century presidents from a rhetorical perspective, Before the
Rhetorical Presidency examines administrations, policies, and events that have never before been subjected
to rhetorical analysis. The sometimes startling outcomes of these investigations reveal the need for
continuing debate over the nature, practices, and effects of the rhetorical presidency.

In a brief afterword, Medhurst raises eight challenges to the original formulation of the rhetorical presidency
and in so doing sets forth an agenda for future studies.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Before the Rhetorical Presidency
(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ethel Davidson:

The experience that you get from Before the Rhetorical Presidency (Presidential Rhetoric and Political
Communication) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Before the Rhetorical
Presidency (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Before the Rhetorical Presidency (Presidential Rhetoric and
Political Communication) instantly.

Ardith Bobo:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Before the Rhetorical Presidency
(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Tammy Booker:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Before the Rhetorical Presidency (Presidential
Rhetoric and Political Communication) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book Before the Rhetorical Presidency (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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