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The matador flourishes his cape, the bull charges, the crowd cheers: this is the image of Spain best
known to the world. But while the bull has long been a symbol of Spanish culture, it carries more meaning
than has previously been recognized. In this book, anthropologist Carrie B. Douglass views bulls and
bullfighting as a means of discussing fundamental oppositions in Spanish society and explains the political
significance of those issues for one of Europe's most regionalized countries.

In talking about bulls and bullfighting, observes Douglass, one ends up talking not only about differences in
region, class, and politics in Spain but also about that country's ongoing struggle between modernity and
tradition. She relates how Spaniards and outsiders see bullfighting as representative of a traditional, irrational
Spain contrasted with a more civilized Europe, and she shows how Spaniards' ambivalence about
bullfighting is actually a way of expressing ambivalence about the loss of traditional culture in a modern
world. To fully explore the symbolism of bulls and bullfighting, Douglass offers an overview of Spain's
fiesta cycle, in which the bull is central. She broadly and meticulously details three different fiestas through
ethnographic fieldwork conducted over a number of years, delineating the differences in festivals held in
different regions.

She also shows how a cycle of these fiestas may hold the key to resolving some of Spain's fundamental
political contradictions by uniting the different regions of Spain and reconciling opposing political camps--
the right, which holds that there is one Spain, and the left, which contends that there are many. Bulls,
Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities is an intriguing study of symbolism used to examine the broader
anthropological issues of identity and nationhood. Through its focus on the political discourse of bulls and
bullfighting, it makes an original contribution to understanding not only Spanish politics but also Spain's
place in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcotte:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The
Anthropology of Form and Meaning) as the daily resource information.

Willie Letchworth:

Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The Anthropology of Form and Meaning) can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The Anthropology of Form and Meaning)
but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Debbie Jackson:

This Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The Anthropology of Form and Meaning) is completely new
way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this
Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The Anthropology of Form and Meaning) can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So
, don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Lorraine Paisley:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From
the book Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The Anthropology of Form and Meaning) we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must love to



read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life with that book Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The Anthropology of Form and
Meaning). You can more appealing than now.
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