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In 2001, with funding from the MacArthur Foundation, sociologists Patrick J. Carr and Maria J. Kefalas
moved to Iowa to understand the rural brain drain and the exodus of young people from America’s
countryside. They met and followed working-class “stayers”; ambitious and college-bound “achievers”;
“seekers,” who head off to war to see what the world beyond offers; and “returners,” who eventually circle
back to their hometowns. What surprised them most was that adults in the community were playing a pivotal
part in the town’s decline by pushing the best and brightest young people to leave.

In a timely, new afterword, Carr and Kefalas address the question “so what can be done to save our
communities?” They profile the efforts of dedicated community leaders actively resisting the hollowing out
of Middle America. These individuals have creatively engaged small town youth—stayers and returners,
seekers and achievers—and have implemented a variety of programs to combat the rural brain drain.  These
stories of civic engagement will certainly inspire and encourage readers struggling to defend their
communities.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Delarosa:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Hollowing Out the Middle: The Rural Brain
Drain and What It Means for America. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Sylvia Kirby:

This Hollowing Out the Middle: The Rural Brain Drain and What It Means for America book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This Hollowing Out the Middle: The Rural Brain Drain and What It Means
for America without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Hollowing Out the Middle: The Rural Brain Drain and What It Means for America
can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have
it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Hollowing Out the Middle: The Rural Brain Drain and
What It Means for America having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Donald Diaz:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Hollowing Out the
Middle: The Rural Brain Drain and What It Means for America is kind of book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Albert Fragoso:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is Hollowing Out the Middle: The Rural Brain Drain and What It Means for



America.
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