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Martine Desjardins delivers to readers of Maleficium the unexpurgated revelations of Vicar Jerome Savoie, a
heretic priest in nineteenth century Montreal. Braving threats from the Catholic Church, Savoie dares to
violate the sanctity of the confessional in this confession-within-a-confession, in which seven penitents, each
afflicted with a debilitating malady or struck with a crippling deformity, relates his encounter with an
enigmatic young woman whose lips bear a striking scar.

As these men penetrate deep into the exotic Orient, each falls victim to his own secret vice. One treks
through Ethiopia in search of wingless locusts. Another hunts for fly-whisks among the clove plantations of
Zanzibar. Yet others bargain for saffron in a Srinagar bazaar, search for the rarest frankincense, and pursue
the coveted hawksbill turtle in the Sea of Oman. Two more seek the formula for sabon Nablus in Palestine or
haggle over Persian carpets in the royal gardens of Shiraz. The men’s individual forms of punishment,
revealed through the agency of the young woman, are wrought upon their bodies.

Baroque in its complexity, Kafka-like in its inexorable mechanics, Maleficium by turns astonishes, amuses,
and beguiles. Then author Martine Desjardins’s Vicar Savoie—as in any confession worth its communion
wafer—saves the best (or worst) for last.

Maleficium won the Prix Jacques Brossard and was a finalist for the Governor General’s Literary Award
(French Fiction), the Prix des libraires du Québec, the Prix des cinq continents de la Francophonie, and the
Prix France–Québec.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

Here thing why this kind of Maleficium are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is
good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Maleficium giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no publication that similar with Maleficium. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Maleficium in e-book can be your alternative.

Elizabeth Cao:

The feeling that you get from Maleficium is the more deep you searching the information that hide into the
words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Maleficium giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific Maleficium instantly.

Eunice Huynh:

This Maleficium are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Maleficium can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed people. Beside that this Maleficium forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Carolyn Lew:

The e-book untitled Maleficium is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of
the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so
the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
Maleficium from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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