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In December 1931, El Salvador’s civilian president, Arturo Araujo, was overthrown in a military coup. Such
an event was hardly unique in Salvadoran history, but the 1931 coup proved to be a watershed. Araujo had
been the nation’s first democratically elected president, and although no one could have foreseen the result,
the coup led to five decades of uninterrupted military rule, the longest run in modern Latin American history.
Furthermore, six weeks after coming to power, the new military regime oversaw the crackdown on a peasant
rebellion in western El Salvador that is one of the worst episodes of state-sponsored repression in modern
Latin American history. Democracy would not return to El Salvador until the 1990s, and only then after a
brutal twelve-year civil war. In Authoritarian El Salvador: Politics and the Origins of the Military Regimes,
1880-1940, Erik Ching seeks to explain the origins of the military regime that came to power in 1931. Based
on his comprehensive survey of the extant documentary record in El Salvador’s national archive, Ching
argues that El Salvador was typified by a longstanding tradition of authoritarianism dating back to the early-
to mid-nineteenth century. The basic structures of that system were based on patron-client relationships that
wove local, regional, and national political actors into complex webs of rival patronage networks. Decidedly
nondemocratic in practice, the system nevertheless exhibited highly paradoxical traits: it remained
steadfastly loyal to elections as the mechanism by which political aspirants acquired office, and it employed
a political discourse laden with appeals to liberty and free suffrage. That blending of nondemocratic
authoritarianism with populist reformism and rhetoric set the precedent for military rule for the next fifty
years.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Lloyd:

The particular book Authoritarian El Salvador: Politics and the Origins of the Military Regimes, 1880-1944
(From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies) will bring one to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book
very appropriate to you. The book Authoritarian El Salvador: Politics and the Origins of the Military
Regimes, 1880-1944 (From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies) is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Arthur Mead:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Authoritarian El Salvador: Politics and the Origins of the Military Regimes, 1880-1944 (From the Helen
Kellogg Institute for International Studies) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get ahead of. The Authoritarian El Salvador: Politics and the Origins of the Military Regimes, 1880-
1944 (From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies) giving you one more experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Homer Gardner:

The book untitled Authoritarian El Salvador: Politics and the Origins of the Military Regimes, 1880-1944
(From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies) contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Kelly Mays:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the book Authoritarian El Salvador: Politics and the Origins of
the Military Regimes, 1880-1944 (From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies) to make your
current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading.
Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the



reserve Authoritarian El Salvador: Politics and the Origins of the Military Regimes, 1880-1944 (From the
Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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