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In her compendious study, [of the folktale of the runaway wife] Leavy argues that the contradictory claims of
nature and culture are embodied in the legendary figure of the swan maiden, a woman torn between the
human and bestial worlds.
--The New York Times Book Review

This is a study of the meaning of gender as framed by the swan maiden tale, a story found in the folklore of
virtually every culture. The swan maiden is a supernatural woman forced to marry, keep house, and bear
children for a mortal man who holds the key to her imprisonment. When she manages to regain this key, she
escapes to the otherworld, never to return.

These tales have most often been interpreted as depicting exogamous marriages, describing the girl from
another tribe trapped in a world where she will always be the outsider. Barbara Fass Leavy believes that, in
the societies in which the tale and its variants endured, woman was the other--the outsider trapped in a
society that could never be her own. Leavy shows how the tale, though rarely explicitly recognized, is
frequently replayed in modern literature.

Beautifully written, this book reveals the myriad ways in which the folktales of a society reflect its cultural
values, and particularly how folktales are allegories of gender relations. It will interest anyone involved in
literary, gender, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Evans:

The book In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and Gender can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book In Search of
the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and Gender? A number of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and Gender has simple shape but
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Kevin Pinkney:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and Gender why
because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Perry Payne:

This In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and Gender is great book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and Gender in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world
with ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Laura Burnham:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book In Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on
Folklore and Gender was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book In
Search of the Swan Maiden: A Narrative on Folklore and Gender has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,



fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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