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Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun (1755-1842) was an enormously successful painter, a favorite portraitist of Marie-
Antoinette, and one of the few women accepted into the Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture. In
accounts of her role as an artist, she was simultaneously flattered as a charming woman and vilified as
monstrously unfeminine.

In The Exceptional Woman, Mary D. Sheriff uses Vigée-Lebrun's career to explore the contradictory position
of "woman-artist" in the moral, philosophical, professional, and medical debates about women in eighteenth-
century France. Paying particular attention to painted and textual self-portraits, Sheriff shows how Vigée-
Lebrun's images and memoirs undermined the assumptions about "woman" and the strictures imposed on
women.

Engaging ancien-régime philosophy, as well as modern feminism, psychoanalysis, literary theory, and art
criticism, Sheriff's interpretations of Vigée-Lebrun's paintings challenge us to rethink the work and the world
of this controversial woman artist.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Martinez:

This book untitled The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it
through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from
your list.

Lyle Morales:

Typically the book The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art will
bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art is much recommended to you
to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Neil McNatt:

The book with title The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art
contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That
book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Adam Mathews:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you also know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something
by book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Exceptional
Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art.
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