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In thislively and provocative book, Michael Coogan guides readersinto the ancient past to examine the
iconic Ten Commandments, also known as the Decalogue. How, among all the laws reportedly given on
Mount Sinai, did the Ten Commandments become the Ten Commandments? When did that happen? There
are severa versions of the Decalogue in the Old Testament, so how have different groups determined which
is the most authoritative? Why were different versions created?

Coogan discusses the meanings the Ten Commandments had for audiences in biblical times and observes
that the form of the ten proscriptions and prohibitions was not fixed—as one would expect since they were
purported to have come directly from God—nor were the Commandments always strictly observed. In later
times as well, Jews and especially Christians ignored and even rejected some of the prohibitions, although
the New Testament clearly acknowledges the special status of the Ten Commandments. Today it is plain that
some of the values enshrined in the Decalogue are no longer defensible, such as the ownership of slaves and
the labeling of women as men’s property. Yet in line with biblical precedents, the author concludes that
while aliteral observance of the Ten Commandments is misguided, some of their underlying ideals remain
valid in amodern context.
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From reader reviews:
LoisYale

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitabl e activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The Ten
Commandments:A Short History of an Ancient Text? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou already
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Natalie White:

The particular book The Ten Commandments:A Short History of an Ancient Text hasalot info onit. So
when you read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after perusing this book.

Alfredo Dunn:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever fedling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work hereis
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Ten Commandments.A Short History of an Ancient Text why because
the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Molly Salazar:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Ten Commandments:A Short History
of an Ancient Text was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The
Ten Commandments:A Short History of an Ancient Text has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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