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A brilliant, clear-eyed new consider ation of the visual representation of violencein our culture--its
ubiquity, meanings, and effects

Watching the evening news offers constant evidence of atrocity--a daily commonplace in our "society of
spectacle." But are viewersinured -or incited--to violence by the daily depiction of cruelty and horror? Isthe
viewer's perception of reality eroded by the universal availability of imagery intended to shock?

In her first full-scale investigation of the role of imagery in our culture since her now-classic book On
Photography defined the terms of the debate twenty-five years ago, Susan Sontag cuts through circular
arguments about how pictures can inspire dissent or foster violence as she takes afresh ook at the
representation of atrocity--from Goya's The Disasters of War to photographs of the American Civil War,
lynchings of blacksin the South, and Dachau and Auschwitz to contemporary horrific images of Bosnia,
Sierra Leone, Rwanda, and New Y ork City on September 11, 2001.

As John Berger wrote when On Photography was first published, "All future discussions or analysis of the
role of photography in the affluent mass-media societies is now bound to begin with her book." Sontag's new
book, a startling reappraisal of the intersection of "information”, "news," "art," and politicsin the
contemporary depiction of war and disaster, will be equally essential. It will forever alter our thinking about

the uses and meanings of imagesin our world.
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From reader reviews:
Dorcas Starling:

Now aday those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How alot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Regarding the Pain of
Others book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Graham Ayala:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different you
can read the book. It isredlly fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Regarding the Pain of Othersit is extremely good to read. There are alot
of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

George McDanidl:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Regarding the Pain of Others the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
previousto. The Regarding the Pain of Others giving you a different experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Betty Dansby:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of severa
booksin the top list in your reading list is definitely Regarding the Pain of Others. This book that is qualified
as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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