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The Mathematics of Bookselling is a definitive resource for book retailers looking to maximize margins and
profits through the proven pricing and inventory management practices developed by Leonard Shatzkin, one
of 20th century book publishing’s most innovative executives.

Because bookselling involves dealing with so many different products from so many different suppliers with
so many different prices and margins, it is perhaps the most complex retailing challenge there is. The
Mathematics of Bookselling, a monograph by Leonard Shatzkin, explores a variety of the real-life challenges
booksellers face -- what and when to buy, how margin (the amount made on a sale) and turn (the speed at
which inventory brought in gets sold) affect profitability, whether to add or subtract titles from the mix -- and
lays out the logic and calculations by which the "right" answers can be found.

Leonard Shatzkin was perhaps the most far-sighted and groundbreaking executive in American trade
publishing after World War II, working for Viking, Doubleday, Macmillan, and McGraw-Hill. He showed
publishers the benefits of more extensive sales coverage when he more than doubled the size of Doubleday's
field force in the 1950s. He pioneered vendor-managed inventory in the book business during the same time
period. But, most important, he was the first publishing executive to concern himself with the intricacies of
bookstore profitability. He came to the conclusion that there was much more leverage for both publisher and
store in picking the right books at the right time than in increasing store discounts (which is, ultimately, a
zero-sum game). And he had the rather unconventional view that returns were a good thing for both
publisher and retailer, although he makes it clear in The Mathematics of Bookselling that intelligent
inventory management minimizes them and uses them as a tool, not a crutch or a substitute for poor buying.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Lee:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Mathematics of
Bookselling: A Monograph? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have other opinion?

Kim Romero:

This book untitled The Mathematics of Bookselling: A Monograph to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Gary Muldowney:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this The Mathematics of Bookselling: A Monograph, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Mathew Casillas:

The Mathematics of Bookselling: A Monograph can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Mathematics of Bookselling: A
Monograph although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new
stage of crucial imagining.
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